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Text:  1 Peter 1: 3-9

Introduction:  Turn in your Bibles to 1 Peter 1.  Easter is the biggest celebration for Christians.  The cross and resurrection both serve as the hinge of history.  We mark our calendars by the life of Christ and we mark our testimony by our faith in the One who gave Himself up on the cross for our sins and on the third day, rose again!  In fact, Paul says that the death, burial, and resurrection of Christ is of first importance in our lives as Christians.
1 Corinthians 15: 3-10a  For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. O

Everything we have in Christ hinges on the resurrection.  If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, then our faith if futile.  Our faith rests on the truth of the historical, bodily resurrection of Jesus. 

1 Corinthians 15: 17-20 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied. 20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 

It is impossible to live without hope in this desperate life.  Only the born again Christian can have a confident hope for the future:  forgiven by God with the promise of an eternal heavenly home.  We can face anything in this life knowing that we are promised to be resurrected to live with our Lord forever. 

 The Bible says that before coming to Christ, we were all without hope.  Ephesians 2: 10-11 says, remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world.13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
We’ve been brought near by the blood of Christ and been given the promise of eternal life because of the resurrection! We have a lot to thank the Lord for because of the resurrection of Jesus.  V. 3 begins with “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!” and then Peter explains why he praises God.  It’s because God has given us a “Living Hope.”  

We have a living hope with a…
1. New life (v. 3) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
One thing that Easter reminds us is that we are powerless to save ourselves.  Paul writes in Ephesians we are dead in our sins.
Ephesians 2: 4-6 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
John Piper - If you were to ask most people why sin is a problem, and why we need a Savior from it, they would say that sin makes us guilty before God and brings us under condemnation; and so we need a Savior who can forgive our sins and take away our punishment. And that is absolutely right. But that is not the point of Ephesians 2:1 and 5. That is not all we need. The reason we need a Savior is not just that we are in the doghouse with God and need to be forgiven for offending his glory. We need a Savior because we are in the morgue. In the doghouse you might whimper. You might say you are sorry. You might make some good resolutions. You might decide to cast yourself on the mercy of God. But what can you do if you are in the morgue?
We are dead in our sins.  As Piper put it so graphically, we are spiritually in the morgue. So, for new life, we need to be raised from death to life.  Who can raise us to life?  A philosophy can’t raise us to life.  A new moral code of behavior can’t raise us to life.  Doctrine, as important as that is, can’t raise us to life.  Doing a bunch of service for other people can’t raise you to new life. Neither your family, nor your friends, nor your church family can raise you to new life.  It’s through the resurrection of Jesus Christ that we have hope for new life.
2 Corinthians 4: 13-14 Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, 14 knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and bring us with you into his presence.
The One who raised Jesus from death to life can raise us from death to life if we but accept the work of Jesus on the cross for our sins.  The Gospel of John describes Jesus encounter with a religious man named Nicodemus.  Jesus told Nicodemus that he had to be born again to see the Kingdom of Heaven.  John 3: 4-5 Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's womb and be born?” 5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 
Then Jesus told Nicodemus: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. 

We have a living hope with a new life and secondly, with a…
2. Secure inheritance (v. 4-5) to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
Our inheritance is salvation and the promise of eternal life.  Listen to the adjectives that describe our secure salvation because of the resurrection of Jesus (notes from www.biblestudytools.com) :

· Imperishable – “not having within the germs of death.”  What a promise!  In our inheritance, there is not a single germ of death.  It is imperishable!
· Undefiled – “not stained as earthly goods by sin, either in the acquiring, or in the using of them; unsusceptible of any stain.”  In our inheritance there is no sin only the presence of God’s glory!
· Unfading – Let’s look at the opposite in 1 Peter 1 24-25 “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.”  We know this life fades, but our inheritance never fades!
· Kept – Colossian 1: 3, 5 We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ…5 because of the hope laid up for you in heaven.  Our inheritance is laid up, kept by the Father.  What a safe place to be kept!
· Guarded – All this is kept by God’s power who guards us through faith for our salvation.  If God is guarding your salvation, who can take steal it?  No one.  A day is coming when our inheritance will be revealed to give God all the glory due His name!
Listen to Peter’s description of salvation found later in chapter one.  1 Peter 1: 22-23 Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23 since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God;  When we come to Jesus through faith, He purifies us, causing us to be born again, not of perishable, but imperishable seed.
Listen to Jesus who says He never loses anyone who comes to Him in faith.  John 6: 35-40 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. 37 All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never cast out. 38 For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of him who sent me. 39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”
Warren Wiersbe - “Hope is not a sedative; it is a shot of adrenaline, a blood transfusion. Like an anchor, our hope in Christ stabilizes us in the storms of life (Heb. 6:18–19), but unlike an anchor, our hope moves us forward, it does not hold us back.” 

We have a living hope with a new life, a secure inheritance, and lastly, with a…
3. Risen Lord (v. 3b) he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
Geerhardus – Many popular writers have called Paul the apostle of faith, John the apostle of love, and Peter the apostle of hope. They have done so because of the dominant emphasis each of these writers made in the New Testament. Peter had much to say about hope in this epistle.  
Our life, our living hope, our eternal destiny begins and ends with our risen Lord.  His resurrection becomes the pattern for the believer’s resurrection.   Jesus’ friend Lazarus had died and Jesus was late to the funeral.  Listen to the encounter of Jesus and one of Lazarus’ sisters, Martha.  
John 11: 21-27 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”  23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”24 Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live, 26 and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you believe this?” 27 She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, who is coming into the world.”

This is so powerful!  Jesus is the resurrection and the life.  He embodies the resurrection and the life.  He was the first to be resurrected, and Jesus says that all believers never die.  Yes we shed this body, but they live on.  We truly have a living hope by believing the risen Lord Jesus Christ!  But the truth of Easter is not automatic.  Jesus turns to Martha and asks the all-important question: “Do you believe this?”  This Easter morning, I believe that Jesus wants to ask each of us this morning: “Do you believe the truth of Easter?  Do you believe that Jesus died on the cross for your sins, was buried, and on the third day rose again?  Do you believe this?”
One of my favorite characters gets a bad rap.  We call Him doubting Thomas, because He wasn’t quick to believe in the resurrection.  He wanted to see the risen Lord Himself.  Thomas wanted to see the scars in Jesus hands and feet.  Listen to this narrative found in…

John 20: 26-29 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
The time has come. The evidence is overwhelming in the Scripture.  It’s time for some in this room to move from doubting Thomas, to confessing Thomas: “Jesus, My Lord and my God!”

We have a living hope with a new life, a secure inheritance, and a risen Lord.
Conclusion:  In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus Christ. 8 Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 9 obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.
Will you trust the risen Jesus this morning with a new life?  A secure inheritance?  With Himself?

Let’s pray.
