“The Impossible”
Luke:  Be Amazed
FCC – November 26, 2017

Text:

Introduction: Turn in your Bibles to Luke 1.  We began our study through this Gospel last week looking at the first four verses.  We saw that the people who experienced Jesus were amazed at His compassion, power, teaching, and resurrection. And Luke compiled his orderly account of the life of Jesus to show us the history of Jesus, the certainty of Jesus, and the personal nature of Jesus.  So through the rest of this year and well into next year, we are going to study Luke’s gospel. 

Today, we are going to cover two parallel stories in chapter 1 and cover a lot of ground, so let’s get started.  Let’s begin reading in verse 5. 

In the days of Herod, king of Judea…Luke begins this passage with an historical reference to an actual king, Herod. The story of Jesus is rooted in real people and real events.  I imagine that this would have reminded Theopholis of the dreadful time of Herod who was an evil, insecure king. (Michael Card): Herod was a monster who came to power amid a bloodbath where he killed his two brother-in-laws, his wife and his mother.  This is the same Herod who ordered the babies to be killed when he learned that Jesus, the King of the Jews, had been born in Bethlehem.  It’s during Herod’s days that these events we are about to read take place.  God hasn’t spoken to His people in 400 years.  He is about to break His silence by sending a fierce messenger to a barren couple and a young virgin.  Let’s continue in verse 5.

there was a priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. 6 And they were both righteous before God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord. 7 But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were advanced in years. 8 Now while he was serving as priest before God when his division was on duty, 9 according to the custom of the priesthood, he was chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 10 And the whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.

Zechariah was a priest in the division of Abijah.  He and his wife Elizabeth were righteous before God, following the Law, but they didn’t have a child.  We are told that Elizabeth couldn’t have children and she was getting to old to have children.  Zechariah then had a once in a lifetime opportunity.  He was chosen to enter the temple and offer prayers and burn incense.  All the people outside were praying as well.  Let’s pick up with verse 11.

And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 12 And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth, 15 for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. 16 And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, 17 and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.” 18 And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” 21 And the people were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the temple. 22 And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to them and remained mute.23 And when his time of service was ended, he went to his home. 24 After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she kept herself hidden, saying, 25 “Thus the Lord has done for me in the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”

Wow!  This sounds like an impossible story and even Zecahariah had trouble believing it.  In fact, he was struck mute for his unbelief.  He will be unable to speak until his son is born and he names his son John.  Zechariah and Elizabeth in their elderly, barren years, will have John the Baptist, the forerunner to the Messiah.  We will look at this in a little more detail in a few minutes.  Let’s turn to a parallel story beginning in verse 26.

[bookmark: _Hlk499406588]In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary.28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Wow again!  Another impossible announcement.  Gabriel comes to Mary in the 6th month of her cousin, Elizabeth’s, pregnancy. Mary, a virgin, is going to become pregnant by the Holy Spirit and give birth to Jesus, the Savior of the world.  Two women receive impossible announcements that will change the world.  Let’s take the rest of our time together and ask:  What do these two impossible stories have in common?  First, we see…

1. An angel.  We see in (v. 11) that the angel Gabriel appears to Zechariah.  And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of the altar of incense. 

And then the same angel, Gabriel, appears to Mary in (v. 26-28). In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name was Mary.28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 

Gabriel and other angels show up in the first couple of chapters in Luke.  A company of angels will appear to the shepherds and sing, “Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom His favor rests.”  And in Luke 24, a couple of angels appear to the women at Jesus tomb and said, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; He has risen!”

God uses angels to break His 400-year-old silence, announcing his plan to save the world through two impossible births.  First, we see an angel in both of these stories, then we see:

2. Fear.  I don’t think we understand how fearful Gabriel was.  It seems every time an angel appeared in the Bible, the response was fear.  Gabriel was not your precious moments angel!  Look at verse (v. 12). And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear fell upon him. 

Michael Card – “Inside the holy place in dark and full of smoke.  As Zechariah stands before the altar of incense, it must dawn on him that this is indeed the greatest day of his life.  All at once, he becomes aware of another presence in the room standing on the right side of the altar of incense (this kind of detail requires an eyewitness).  Zechariah could make out the figure of a man.  Perhaps something inside him thinks, this is no man.  Do not be afraid:  These are almost always the first words that come from the lips of angels.   Presumably the sight of an angel is a fearful thing.”

Mary had a similar response in verse (v. 29-30). But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

Luke 2 tells us that the shepherds were terrified when an angel of the Lord appeared to them.  The first thing the angel said to the shepherds was, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all people” and they announce the birth of Jesus.

We see two things in common right away: an angel and fear.  There is a third thing in both stories:

3. Revelation. The angel is sent from God in both stories to break God’s silence and reveal His plan of salvation.  Listen again to the revelation to Zechariah. (v. 13) But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name John.  (v. 16-17) And he will turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God, and he will go before him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready for the Lord a people prepared.”

John will not be the Messiah, but the one prophesied as the forerunner, to prepare the way of the Lord.  John would come in the spirit and power of Elijah, calling people to repentance in preparation of the Messiah.

Mary also received a revelation about the nature of the child she was to carry. (v. 31-33) And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”

We’ve been pointing out the similarities between these two announcements, but let’s take a moment and discuss their differences.  God is going to provide a miracle for a barren couple by helping them conceive naturally, whereas, Mary is going to have her baby conceived by the Holy Spirit as a virgin.  And of course, Jesus will be great than John.  John prepares the way for Jesus who will be the Savior of the world.

We receive the revelation from God from the Bible which was written by reliable eye-witnesses and in Luke’s case, a careful historian.  Both stories have an angel bringing a message, which leads to…

4. Questions.  The angel’s message was humanly speaking, ‘impossible,’ which raised some understandable questions.  (v. 18) And Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.”  Both Zechariah and Elizabeth were past child rearing years and he just wanted to know how this could be.

Mary’s was even more impossible.  She wasn’t married and she had never slept with a man.  Mary was a virgin.  Listen to her question:  (v. 34) And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?

Many today will reject the Christmas story and ultimately the Christian faith, because they reject miracles.  We need to address this head on, because the story of Jesus is the story of miracle after miracle. To believe in Jesus is to believe in miracles.  Perhaps the 2nd greatest miracle next to the resurrection is the incarnation.  Jesus leaving heaven as God and taking on flesh, being born of a virgin, is a miracle.  Secularists and atheists want us to believe that the universe is all that there is, therefore there is no room for miracles.  But we believe that God is separate from the universe, and He can reach into His creation with His power to intervene at His will.  Luke is one historical account of God intervening in history with a series of miracles.  The apostles were eye-witnesses of the miracles of Jesus.

Both stories have questions, but that leads us to one last thing they both have in common:

5.	Truth. First, the truth told to Zechariah in (v. 19-20). And the angel answered him, “I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to speak to you and to bring you this good news. 20 And behold, you will be silent and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.” Gabriel came from the very presence of God…from God’s throne room to bring this message.  The truth is that the Sovereign God of the universe can carry out His will for Zechariah’s life.

And the truth to Mary:  (v. 35-38) And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

Mike McKinley – “The question that Luke’s narrative poses to us as his readers is simply whether or not we will believe that God can do what he says he will do.  We must believe that God has accomplished his salvation through the work of the Christ.  We also must live each day confident that God will keep all of the promises he has made to his people, no matter how fare removed they might seem from our daily circumstances.  Do we really believe that God will keep us and strengthen us in the darkest of valleys?  Or do our feelings and fears seem more truthful than the words of God?...Mary’s humble response serves as our best example: ‘Blessed is she who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her.”

For nothing is impossible with God.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion:  Let’s pray.
